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The novel The Day of the Owl
Leonardo Sciascia’s 1961 book “The Day of The Owl” exhibits a comprehensive critique of the post-war era Italian government and its concealed interactions with the Sicilian "mafia".  “The Day of the Owl” does this by focusing in on motifs like true vs. false, justice, cultural gaps, and the distribution of power.  Captain Bellodi’s search for justice guides him on a journey where he finds out certain truths and falsehoods about Sicily, more specifically about the corruption that exists behind the curtain of the Italian government (Sciascia, 2003). In trying to reprimand the inner issues, he discovers that the current regime enables imperative crime evidence to be hidden from the public eye.  
From the very beginning, he learns that the geographical divide between Northern and Southern Italy is also a cultural divide as well, for Bellodi finds that his roots from Parma (Northern Italy) cause the Sicilians not to trust him.   This form of prejudice culminates into Bellodi’s search for justice in an ironic way that discloses the Sicilian definition of truth (Sciascia, 2003). This definition happens to coincide with the group that holds the power or the mafia in this case.  By using violence to garner power, the mafia exhibits how it is able to bend truth in order to protect its interests. For Sicily, the government is false and the mafia is true, despite the fact that Sicily presents quite the opposite to the outside world.  Sciascia highlights this reality and divulges how the Carabinier and government merely act as puppets for the mafia.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, “The Day of the Owl” by Leonardo Sciascia criticizes the Italian government for its flaws and how the mafia is really the one behind it in places like Sicily.  His character, Bellodi, is the one who takes initiative to surface the evidence behind all the crime that the mafia is responsible for, or bring about the “truth” about Sicily to the outside world. 
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